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of Hole, they were taken out in a procession. 
Bands played ahead of all. Then followed 
2.000 Sikh heads stuffed vsith straw fixed on 
spears and bamboos, their long hair flowing 
\\Tth the wind. After them came the dead body 


of a cat mounted on a long pole to show that 
not even a cat or dog was left alive in Sikh 
homes. Behind it was Banda in an Iron cage 
on a lofty elephant. A red turban with 
borders embroidered in gold was placed 
on his head. On his body was a crimson 
robe of brocade wrought in flowers of gold It 
was a mockery of a bridegroom. A stalwart 
Mughal soldier in a coat of arms with a shining 


sword in hand stood behind him. The 740 

prisoners were behind Banda's elephant. To 

vilify them their faces were made black in 

order to have uniformity wnth their hair. Black 

sheep-skin high-coned caps with glass 

beads sewn on them were placed on their 
heads . 


All observers, Indian and Europeans, unite 
in remarking on the wonderful patience and 
resolution with which these men met their 
fate. Their attachment and devotion to their 
leader was astonishing to behold. They had 
no fear of death, and they called the 
executioner Mukla or the Deliverer..... 
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